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decked out, is despatched on her errand, attended hy
musicians playing, and carrying in her hand a brass plate
containing sundul, pan-sooparee ka beereean, (betel-leaf
parcels), together with sugar-candy and cardamoms en-
veloped in red paper, separately arranged in each one^s
name.

The woman sent with the cardamoms approaches the
lady with the utmost respect, and having made her obei-
sance,* delivers her message in these terms : " Such or such
" a lady (naming the person) sends her best compliments
and embraces to you ; and says, that as to-morrow there
is a little gaiety about to take place in my house, and I
" wish all my female friends by their presence to grace
" and ornament with their feet the house of this poor in-
u dividual, and thereby make it a garden of roses, you
4 c must also positively come^ and by remaining a couple
" of hours, honour my humble dwelling with your com-
" pany."

Should she accept of the invitation, the cardamon-bearer
applies a little of the siindul to her neck, stomach, and
back, and puts her share of sugar-candy and cardamoms
into her mouth, or they are handed to her along with the
betel-leaf parcel.

Should the lady not be willing to go, sundul is only ap-
plied, and a pan ka beera (without any of the cardamom
and sugar-candy) handed to her.

Having, after this fashion, been at all the houses and
returned the message (with compliments), of their intention
of coming, next day a doolee, accompanied by a maid-
servant, is despatched for them. But if the hostess be poor^

* For the different forms of salutation, depending upon the rank of
the individuals, vide Glossary.
| A common mode of saying-, do not decline doing- so.